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How we teach music

Music is important because it can provide fulfilment throughout life. It is a powerful, unique form of communication
that can change the way pupils feel, think and act. It transcends different cultures, abilities and generations.
Listening to and making music fulfils an instinctive human need for self-expression and creativity. It stimulates
responses on both emotional and intellectual levels. Besides being a creative and enjoyable activity, music can also
be a highly academic and demanding subject. Musical activities include performing vocally or with instruments,
exploring sounds and composing as well as listening and responding to music of different styles and cultures. All
these activities involve the musical elements of pitch, duration (rhythm), dynamics, tempo, timbre, texture and
structure.

The aims of music teaching are to enable children to:

● Give every child the opportunity to experience enjoyment through a variety of musical activities and to respond to
musical emotions

● Develop a child’s understanding of music through these activities

● Help children of all abilities develop positive attitudes and to experience success and satisfaction in music.

● Develop social skills through co-operation with others in the shared experience of music making.

● Develop an understanding of musical traditions and enhance performance skills by learning and performing music in a
variety of cultures.

● Give children the opportunity to perform music both vocally and with instruments

● Encourage the children to explore a wide range of sounds

● Give them the opportunity to compose music and express their ideas and feelings through music

● Experience listening to music of a variety of styles and cultures

● Develop a child’s appreciation of the richness of our musical heritage

● Provide an array of performance opportunities so children can feel part of a community.

● Encourage high standards in performance

● Be motivated to enjoy and succeed in music

● Encourage children to express ideas and opinions about music

● Give each child the opportunity to develop their musical talents

● Develop an appropriate vocabulary to help them understand and discuss their own work and that of others

Principles of Learning

The following list of skills and attributes can be gained through participation in musical activities. It will be clear that
these also contribute to the whole school curriculum.

● A sense of achievement - individual and collective
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● Social skills such as co-operation, tolerance, self-confidence and perseverance

● Coordination of fingers, hands, arms, lips, cheek and facial muscles develops greatly

● Ability to read notation

● Ability to discriminate

● Listening skills

● Sensitivity to sounds

● Imagination and inventiveness

● Ability to analyse and solve problems

● Concern for accuracy

● Ability to memorise

● Develop attention to detail

● Communication skills, self-discipline and self-evaluation

● The illumination and extension of studies in other curriculum subjects

● Higher standards of application and concentration in all areas of work

Children with SEND
At Wroxall our aim is that a broad and balanced curriculum with support and challenge should be accessible to all children,
including those with SEND. Children who are identified as having SEND or additional needs will have an individual support plan.
The provision and targets identified within the plan may well have relevance to learning in Music. as well as English or maths. As
such the class teacher will seek to differentiate learning within lessons to ensure its accessibility to all children. Support could
include: finding alternative ways of recording understanding, using visual cues/checklists to support learning; overtly teaching
associated vocabulary; providing split-inputs/pre-teaching where needed.

How we plan learning for music:

At Wroxall Primary School, we strive to make music an enjoyable learning experience. We encourage children
toparticipate in a variety of musical experiences through the Charanga interactive programme to inspire music
throughout the school. The aim of teaching music in our school is to build up the confidence of every child, allow
them to express themselves creatively and give them the opportunity to explore their own talents and passions.

Foundation Stage
In the Early Years Foundation Stage, Music is valued as an important aspect of child development. In addition, it also
helps to develop other important features of their holistic attitude to learning. The children have the opportunity to
explore the sounds of instruments and the opportunity to make instruments from everyday materials. Singing is the
most natural way of making music and the young child’s musical ability will develop when they have regular
opportunities to learn a repertoire of rhymes and songs and listen to a range of music. Children are encouraged to
listen to a variety of music to improve their listening skills; to improve their listening skills through moving music;
and to improve their co-ordination through moving to music. 

Key Stage 1 and 2
There are opportunities for children of all abilities to develop their knowledge and skills in each teaching unit, the
planned progression built into the scheme of work means that the children are increasingly challenged as they
move through the school. The long-term plan maps the Charanga units studied in each term in every class. The
medium-term plans from Charanga, provide an outline of each unit for each block.

Assessment
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Ongoing formative assessment of the National Curriculum objectives is carried out by all teachers in planning for
music lessons. Music is assessed and tracked throughout the year. Teachers assess children in music by making
informal judgements as they observe them during lessons. These assessments then inform the end of year
assessments on whether a child is emerging, expected or exceeding against their year group criteria. 

Mastery in Music lessons
At Wroxall we enable children to understand musical concepts through a repetition-based approach to learning.
Learning about the same musical concept through different musical activities enables a more secure, deeper
learning and mastery of musical skills. Within the individual schemes, each strand of musical learning from
Reception to Upper Key Stage 2 in order for teachers, to plan for the opportunity to embed a deeper learning,
knowledge, understanding and skills.

Curriculum coverage and progression of skills in Music

Music Curriculum Key stages 1 & 2

Music is a foundation subject in the National Curriculum. The fundamental skills, knowledge and concepts of the
subject are set out in National Curriculum 2014:

Key stage 1

Pupils should be taught to:

Use their voices expressively and creatively by singing songs and speaking chants and rhymes play tuned and untuned
instruments musically.

Listen with concentration and understanding to a range of high-quality live and recorded music.

Experiment with, create, select and combine sounds using the inter-related dimensions of music.

Key stage 2

Pupils should be taught to sing and play musically with increasing confidence and control. They should develop an
understanding of musical composition, organising and manipulating ideas within musical structures and reproducing
sounds from aural memory.

Pupils should be taught to:

Play and perform in solo and ensemble contexts, using their voices and playing musical instruments with increasing
accuracy, fluency, control and expression.

Improvise and compose music for a range of purposes using the inter-related dimensions of music

Listen with attention to detail and recall sounds with increasing aural memory use and understand staff and other
musical notations

Appreciate and understand a wide range of high-quality live and recorded music drawn from different traditions and
from great composers and musicians develop an understanding of the history of music.

Music Curriculum for EYFS

The Early Years Foundation Stage curriculum is based on six areas of learning aiming to promote all aspects of a child’s
development. Music comes under the ‘Expressive Arts and Design’ area of learning within ‘Exploring and Using Media
and Materials’ and ‘Being Imaginative’. The EYFS curriculum starts from birth and children progress though each stage
of development aiming to achieve the Early Learning Goals by the end of their Reception year. EYFS lessons are taught
using the “Music Development Matters in EYFS” guidance as well as the programme Charanga.

Exploring and Using Media and Materials

Children sing songs, make music and dance, and experiment with ways of changing them. They safely use and explore
a variety of materials, tools and techniques, experimenting with colour, design, texture, form and function.

Being Imaginative
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Children use what they have learnt about media and materials in original ways, thinking about uses and purposes. They
represent their own ideas, thoughts and feelings through design and technology, art, music, dance, role play and
stories.

During the Early Years Foundation Stage, children explore, experiment, practise, repeat and consolidate musical ideas
and skills through singing, playing and movement; they have access to instruments appropriate to their age. Music by
its very nature will develop skills and competencies in other areas of learning.

The table below is an overview of the topics taught in Music across the school.

Autumn
1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

Year R/1 Me

Learn to
sing
nursery
rhymes
and
action
songs.

My Stories

Learn to sing
nursery
rhymes and
action songs.

Big
emotions

Learn to
sing
nursery
rhymes
and action
songs.

Fairytales
Learn to
sing
nursery
rhymes and
action
songs.

Big Bear
Funk

Big Bear
Funk is a
transition
unit that
prepares
children for
their musical
learning

Reflect
rewind and
replay

Consolidate
learning and
perform

Year
1/2 

Hands
feet
heart.

Music
South
African
styles

Ho, Ho, Ho

Christmas, Big
Band,
Motown,
Elvis,
Freedom
Songs

I Wanna
Play In a
Band

Rock

Zootime

Reggae

Friendship
song

Pop

Reflect,
rewind
Replay

Western
Classical
Music

Year
3/4 

Let your
spirit Fly

RnB and
other
styles

Glokenspiel
Stage 1

The learning is
focused
around
exploring and
developing
playing skills
through the
glockenspiel

Three
little birds

Reggae
and
animals

The Dragon
Song 

A Pop song
that tells a
story

Music from
around the
world,
celebrating
our
differences
and being
kind to one
another

Brining us
together

Disco

Disco,
friendship,
hope and
unity

Reflect,
rewind
Replay

Classical
The history

of music,
look back
and
consolidate
your
learning,
learn some
of the
language of
music.
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Year
4/5 

Livin’ on
a Prayer 

Rock

Rock
Anthem
s

Classroom jazz
1

Bossa Nova
and Swing

Jazz and
Improvisation

Stop!

Grime

Writing
lyrics
linked to a
theme

Lean on me 

Gospel

Soul/Gospel
music and
helping one
another

Black Bird

The
Beatles/Pop

The Beatles,
equality and
civil rights

Reflect,
rewind
Replay

Classical
The history

of music,
look back
and
consolidate
your
learning,
learn some
of the
language of
music.

Year
5/6 

Happy 

Pop/Neo
Soul

Being
happy!

Classroom Jazz
1

Bossa Nova
and Swing

Jazz and
Improvisation

A new
year Carol 

Classical
or Urban
Gospel

Benjamin
Britten’s
music and
cover
versions

You’ve got a
friend

70s
Ballad/Pop

The music of
Carole King

Music and
Me

Children
create their
own music
inspired by
your identity
and women
in the music
industry 

Reflect,
rewind
Replay

Classical
The history

of music,
look back
and
consolidate
your
learning,
learn some
of the
language of
music.

The table below shows the knowledge and skills that will be taught in Ks1 and KS2.

Autumn 1
Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2

Summer 1 Summer 2

EYFS

Musical
learning
focus
Listening and
responding
to different
styles of
music
Embedding
foundations
of the
interrelated
dimensions of
music
Learning to
sing or sing
along with
nursery
rhymes and
action songs
Improvising
leading to
playing

Musical
learning
focus
Listening and
responding
to different
styles of
music
Embedding
foundations
of the
interrelated
dimensions
of music
Learning to
sing or sing
along with
nursery
rhymes and
action songs
Improvising
leading to

Musical learning
focus
Listening and
responding to
different styles of
music
Embedding
foundations of
the interrelated
dimensions of
music
Learning to sing
or sing along
with nursery
rhymes and
action songs
Improvising
leading to
playing
classroom
instruments

Musical learning
focus
Listening and
responding to
different styles of
music
Embedding
foundations of the
interrelated
dimensions of
music
Learning to sing or
sing along with
nursery rhymes
and action songs
Improvising
leading to playing
classroom
instruments
Singing and
learning to play

Musical
learning
focus

Listening
and
appraising
Funk music
Embedding
foundations
of the
interrelated
dimensions
of music
using voices
and
instruments
Learning to
sing Big
Bear Funk
and
revisiting

Musical
learning
focus
Listen and
Appraise
Continue to
embed the
foundations
of the
interrelated
dimensions
of music
using voices
and
instruments
Sing and
revisit
nursery
rhymes and
action
songs
Play
instruments
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classroom
instruments
Share and
perform the
learning that
has taken
place.

playing
classroom
instruments
Share and
perform the
learning that
has taken
place

Singing and
learning to play
instruments
within a song
Share and
perform the
learning that has
taken place

instruments within
a song
Share and perform
the learning that
has taken place

other
nursery
rhymes and
action
songs
Playing
instruments
within the
song
Improvisati
on using
voices and
instruments
Riff-based
compositio
n
Share and
perform the
learning
that has
taken place

within the
song
Improvisati
on using
voices and
instruments
Riff-based
compositio
n
Share and
perform the
learning
that has
taken place

Year 1/2 Listen and
appraise Singing Playing Improvisation Compositio

n
Performanc

e

Knowledg
e

To know 5
songs off by
heart. 
● To know
what the
songs are
about. 
● To know
and recognise
the sound
and names of
some of the
instruments
they use.

To
confidently
sing or rap
five songs
from memory
and sing
them in
unison.

● Learn the
names of the
notes in their
instrumental part
from memory or
when written
down. 
● Learn the
names of the
instruments they
are playing.

Improvisation is
about making up
your own tunes on
the spot. 
● When someone
improvises, they
make up their own
tune that has never
been heard before.
It is not written
down and belongs
to them. 
● Everyone can
improvise!

Composing
is like
writing a
story with
music. 
● Everyone
can
compose.

A
performanc
e is sharing
music with
other
people,
called an
audience.
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Skills

To learn how
they can
enjoy moving
to music by
dancing,
marching,
being animals
or pop stars.

Learn about
voices,
singing notes
of different
pitches (high
and low). 
● Learn that
they can
make
different
types of
sounds with
their voices –
you can rap
or say words
in rhythm. 
● Learn to
start and
stop singing
when
following a
leader.

Treat
instruments
carefully and
with respect. 
● Play a tuned
instrumental part
with the song
they perform. 
● Learn to play
an instrumental
part that
matches their
musical
challenge, using
one of the
differentiated
parts (a one-note
part, a simple
part, medium
part). 
● Listen to and
follow musical
instructions from
a leader.

Use the
improvisation
tracks provided.
Improvise using
the three
challenges: 
1. Clap and
Improvise – Listen
and clap back, then
listen and clap your
own answer
(rhythms of
words). 2. Sing,
Play and Improvise
– Use voices and
instruments, listen
and sing back, then
listen and play your
own answer using
one or two notes. 
3. Improvise! –
Take it in turns to
improvise using
one or two notes.

Help to
create a
simple
melody
using one,
two or
three
notes. 
● Learn
how the
notes of the
compositio
n can be
written
down and
changed if
necessary.

Choose a
song they
have learnt
from the
Scheme and
perform it. 
● They can
add their
ideas to the
performanc
e. 
● Record
the
performanc
e and say
how they
were
feeling
about it.

Year 3/4 Listen and
appraise Singing Playing Improvisation Composition Performance

Knowled
ge

To know five
songs from
memory and
who sang
them or
wrote them. 

To know the
style of the
five songs. 

To choose
one song
and be able
to talk
about: 
○ Its lyrics:
what the
song is
about 
○ Any
musical
dimensions
featured in
the song,
and where
they are
used
(texture,

To know and be
able to talk
about: 
● Singing in a
group can be
called a choir 
● Leader or
conductor: A
person who the
choir or group
follow 
● Songs can
make you feel
different things
e.g. happy,
energetic or sad 
● Singing as part
of an ensemble
or large group is
fun, but that you
must listen to
each other 
● To know why
you must warm
up your voice

To know
and be able
to talk
about: 
● The
instrument
s used in
class (a
glockenspi
el, a
recorder)

To know and
be able to talk
about
improvisation:
 
●
Improvisation
is making up
your own
tunes on the
spot 
● When
someone
improvises,
they make up
their own
tune that has
never been
heard before.
It is not
written down
and belongs
to them 
● To know
that using one
or two notes
confidently is
better than
using five 

To know and
be able to talk
about: 
● A
composition:
music that is
created by
you and kept
in some way.
It’s like
writing a
story. It can
be played or
performed
again to your
friends. 
● Different
ways of
recording
compositions
(letter names,
symbols,
audio etc.)

To know and be
able to talk about: 
● Performing is
sharing music with
other people, an
audience 
● A performance
can be to one
person or to each
other 
● You need to
know and have
planned everything
that will be
performed 
● You must sing or
rap the words
clearly and play
with confidence 
● A performance
can be a special
occasion and
involve an audience
including of people
you don’t know
● It is planned and
different for each
occasion ● It
involves
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dynamics,
tempo,
rhythm and
pitch) 
○ Identify
the main
sections of
the song
(introductio
n, verse,
chorus etc.) 
○ Name
some of the
instruments
they heard
in the song

● To know
that if you
improvise
using the
notes you are
given, you
cannot make
a mistake

communicating
feelings, thoughts
and ideas about
the song/music

Skills

To
confidently
identify and
move to the
pulse. 
● To think
about what
the words of
a song
mean.
 ● To take it
in turn to
discuss how
the song
makes them
feel. 
● Listen
carefully and
respectfully
to other
people’s
thoughts
about the
music.

To sing in unison
and in simple
two-parts. 
● To
demonstrate a
good singing
posture. 
● To follow a
leader when
singing. 
● To enjoy
exploring singing
solo. 
● To sing with
awareness of
being ‘in tune’. 
● To have an
awareness of the
pulse internally
when singing.

To treat
instrument
s carefully
and with
respect. 
● Play any
one, or all
of four,
differentiat
ed parts on
a tuned
instrument
– a
one-note,
simple or
medium
part or the
melody of
the song)
from
memory or
using
notation. 
● To
rehearse
and
perform
their part
within the
context of
the Unit
song. 
● To listen
to and
follow
musical
instruction
s from a
leader.

Improvise
using
instruments in
the context of
the song they
are learning
to perform. 
Listen and
sing back Play
and Improvise
–
Sing, Play and
Copy Back 
 Listen and
copy back
using
instruments,
two different
notes. 
Play and
Improvise –
Using your
instruments,
listen and play
your own
answer using
two different
notes. 
Take it in
turns to
improvise
using three
different
notes.

● Help create
at least one
simple melody
using one,
three or five
different
notes. 
● Plan and
create a
section of
music that can
be performed
within the
context of the
unit song. 
● Talk about
how it was
created.
 ● Listen to
and reflect
upon the
developing
composition
and make
musical
decisions
about pulse,
rhythm, pitch,
dynamics and
tempo.
● Record the
composition
in any way
appropriate
that
recognises the
connection
between
sound and
symbol (e.g.
graphic/pictori
al notation).

To choose what to
perform and create
a programme. 
● To communicate
the meaning of the
words and clearly
articulate them. 
● To talk about the
best place to be
when performing
and how to stand
or sit. 
● To record the
performance and
say how they were
feeling, what they
were pleased with
what they would
change and why.

Year 4/5 Listen and
appraise Singing Playing Improvisation Composition Performance
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Knowledg
e

To know five
songs from
memory and
who sang
them or wrote
them. To
know the
style of the
five songs. To
choose one
song and be
able to talk
about: 
● Some of the
style
indicators of
that song
(musical
characteristics
that give the
song its
style). 
● The lyrics:
what the song
is about. 
● Any musical
dimensions
featured in
the song and
where they
are used
(texture,
dynamics,
tempo,
rhythm and
pitch). 
● Identify the
main sections
of the song
(introduction,
verse, chorus
etc). 
● Name some
of the
instruments
they heard in
the song.

To know
and be able
to talk
about:
● Singing in
a group can
be called a
choir 
● Leader or
conductor:
A person
who the
choir or
group
follow 
● Songs can
make you
feel
different
things e.g.
happy,
energetic or
sad 
● Singing as
part of an
ensemble or
large group
is fun, but
that you
must listen
to each
other 
● Texture:
How a solo
singer
makes a
thinner
texture than
a large
group 
● To know
why you
must warm
up your
voice

To know and
be able to
talk about: 
● The
instruments
used in class
(a
glockenspiel,
recorder or
xylophone). 
● Other
instruments
they might
play or be
played in a
band or
orchestra or
by their
friends.

To know and
be able to talk
about
improvisation:
 
●
Improvisation
is making up
your own
tunes on the
spot 
● When
someone
improvises,
they make up
their own tune
that has never
been heard
before. It is
not written
down and
belongs to
them. 
● To know
that using one
or two notes
confidently is
better than
using five 
● To know
that if you
improvise
using the
notes you are
given, you
cannot make a
mistake 
● To know
that you can
use some of
the riffs you
have heard in
the Challenges
in your
improvisations

To know and be
able to talk
about: 
● A
composition:
music that is
created by you
and kept in
some way. It’s
like writing a
story. It can be
played or
performed
again to your
friends. 
● Different
ways of
recording
compositions
(letter names,
symbols, audio
etc.)

To know and
be able to talk
about: 
● Performing is
sharing music
with other
people, an
audience 
● A
performance
doesn’t have
to be a drama!
It can be to
one person or
to each other 
● You need to
know and have
planned
everything that
will be
performed 
● You must
sing or rap the
words clearly
and play with
confidence 
● A
performance
can be a
special
occasion and
involve an
audience
including of
people you
don’t know 
● It is planned
and different
for each
occasion 
● It involves
communicatin
g feelings,
thoughts and
ideas about
the song/music
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Skills

To confidently
identify and
move to the
pulse. 
● To talk
about the
musical
dimensions
working
together in
the Unit songs
eg if the song
gets louder in
the chorus
(dynamics). 
● Talk about
the music and
how it makes
them feel.
 ● Listen
carefully and
respectfully to
other people’s
thoughts
about the
music. 
● When you
talk try to use
musical
words.

To sing in
unison and
in simple
two-parts.
 ● To
demonstrat
e a good
singing
posture. 
● To follow
a leader
when
singing.
 ● To enjoy
exploring
singing
solo. 
● To sing
with
awareness
of being ‘in
tune’. 
● To rejoin
the song if
lost. 
● To listen
to the group
when
singing.

● To treat
instruments
carefully and
with
respect. 
● Play any
one, or all
four,
differentiate
d parts on a
tuned
instrument –
a one-note,
simple or
medium part
or the
melody of
the song
from
memory or
using
notation.
 ● To
rehearse and
perform
their part
within the
context of
the Unit
song. 
● To listen to
and follow
musical
instructions
from a
leader. 
● To
experience
leading the
playing by
making sure
everyone
plays in the
playing
section of
the song.

Improvise
using
instruments in
the context of
a song they
are learning to
perform. Use
the
improvisation
tracks
provided and
improvise 
● Sing, Play
and Copy Back
– Listen and
copy back
using
instruments,
two different
notes. 
Play and
Improvise –
Using your
instruments,
listen and play
your own
answer using
two different
notes. 
Take it in turns
to improvise
using three
different
notes.

Help create at
least one
simple melody
using one,
three or all five
different notes. 
● Plan and
create a section
of music that
can be
performed
within the
context of the
unit song. 
● Talk about
how it was
created. 
● Listen to and
reflect upon
the developing
composition
and make
musical
decisions about
pulse, rhythm,
pitch, dynamics
and tempo.
● Record the
composition in
any way
appropriate
that recognises
the connection
between sound
and symbol
(e.g.
graphic/pictoria
l notation)

To choose
what to
perform and
create a
programme. 
● Present a
musical
performance
designed to
capture the
audience. 
● To
communicate
the meaning of
the words and
clearly
articulate
them. 
● To talk about
the best place
to be when
performing
and how to
stand or sit. 
● To record the
performance
and say how
they were
feeling, what
they were
pleased with
what they
would change
and why.

Yr5/6 Listen and
appraise Singing Playing Improvisation Composition Performance
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Knowledg
e

To know five
songs from
memory, who
sang or wrote
them, when
they were
written and
why? 

To know the
style of the
songs and to
name other
songs from
the Units in
those styles. 

To choose
three or four
other songs
and be able to
talk about: 
○ The style
indicators of
the songs
(musical
characteristics
that give the
songs their
style) 
○ The lyrics:
what the
songs are
about ○ Any
musical
dimensions
featured in
the songs and
where they
are used
(texture,
dynamics,
tempo,
rhythm, pitch
and timbre)
○ Identify the
structure of
the songs
(intro, verse,
chorus etc.) 
○ Name some
of the
instruments
used in the
songs 
○ The
historical
context of the
songs. What
else was
going on at
this time,
musically and
historically? 
○ Know and
talk about

To know
and
confidently
sing five
songs and
their parts
from
memory,
and to sing
them with a
strong
internal
pulse. 
● To know
about the
style of the
songs so
you can
represent
the feeling
and context
to your
audience 

To choose a
song and be
able to talk
about:
 ○ Its main
features 
○ Singing in
unison, the
solo, lead
vocal,
backing
vocals or
rapping 
○ To know
what the
song is
about and
the meaning
of the lyrics 
○ To know
and explain
the
importance
of warming
up your
voice

To know and
be able to
talk about: 
● Different
ways of
writing
music down
– e.g. staff
notation,
symbols 
● The notes
C, D, E, F, G,
A, B + C on
the treble
stave 
● The
instruments
they might
play or be
played in a
band or
orchestra or
by their
friends

To know and
be able to talk
about
improvisation:
 
●
Improvisation
is making up
your own
tunes on the
spot
 ● When
someone
improvises,
they make up
their own tune
that has never
been heard
before. It is
not written
down and
belongs to
them. 
● To know
that using
one, two or
three notes
confidently is
better than
using five 
● To know
that if you
improvise
using the
notes you are
given, you
cannot make a
mistake 
● To know
that you can
use some of
the riffs and
licks you have
learnt in the
Challenges in
your
improvisations
● To know
three
well-known
improvising
musicians

To know and be
able to talk
about: 
● A
composition:
music that is
created by you
and kept in
some way. It’s
like writing a
story. It can be
played or
performed
again to your
friends. 
● A
composition
has pulse,
rhythm and
pitch that work
together and
are shaped by
tempo,
dynamics,
texture and
structure 
● Notation:
recognise the
connection
between sound
and symbol

To know and
be able to talk
about: 
● Performing is
sharing music
with an
audience with
belief 
● A
performance
doesn’t have
to be a drama!
It can be to
one person or
to each other 
● Everything
that will be
performed
must be
planned and
learned
 ● You must
sing or rap the
words clearly
and play with
confidence
 ● A
performance
can be a
special
occasion and
involve an
audience
including of
people you
don’t know 
● It is planned
and different
for each
occasion 
● A
performance
involves
communicatin
g ideas,
thoughts and
feelings about
the song/music
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that fact that
we each have
a musical
identity

Skills

To identify
and move to
the pulse with
ease.
 ● To think
about the
message of
songs. 
● To compare
two songs in
the same
style, talking
about what
stands out
musically in
each of them,
their
similarities
and
differences. 
● Listen
carefully and
respectfully to
other people’s
thoughts
about the
music. 
● Use musical
words when
talking about
the songs. 
● To talk
about the
musical
dimensions
woring
together in
the Unit
songs. 
● Talk about
the music and
how it makes
you feel, using
musical
language to
describe the
music.

● To sing in
unison and
to sing
backing
vocals. 
● To
demonstrat
e a good
singing
posture. 
● To follow
a leader
when
singing. 
● To
experience
rapping and
solo singing.
 ● To listen
to each
other and
be aware of
how you fit
into the
group. 
● To sing
with
awareness
of being ‘in
tune’.

Play a
musical
instrument
with the
correct
technique
within the
context of
the Unit
song.
 ● Select and
learn an
instrumental
part that
matches
their musical
challenge,
using one of
the
differentiate
d parts – a
one-note,
simple or
medium part
or the
melody of
the song
from
memory or
using
notation. 
● To
rehearse and
perform
their part
within the
context of
the Unit
song. 
● To listen to
and follow
musical
instructions
from a
leader. 
● To lead a
rehearsal
session.

Improvise
using
instruments in
the context of
a song to be
performed.
Use the
improvisation
tracks
provided and
improvise
using the
Bronze, Silver
or Gold
Challenges. 
1. Play and
Copy Back 
Copy back
using
instruments.
Use the three
notes. 
2. Play and
Improvise You
will be using
up to three
notes: 
Question and
Answer using
instruments.
Use three
notes in your
answer.
Always start
on a G. 
3.
Improvisation!
You will be
using up to
three notes.
The notes will
be provided
on-screen and
in the lesson
plan: 
Improvise
using three
notes.

Create simple
melodies using
up to five
different notes
and simple
rhythms that
work musically
with the style
of the Unit
song. 
● Explain the
keynote or
home note and
the structure of
the melody. 
● Listen to and
reflect upon
the developing
composition
and make
musical
decisions about
how the
melody
connects with
the song. 
● Record the
composition in
any way
appropriate
that recognises
the connection
between sound
and symbol
(e.g.
graphic/pictoria
l notation).

To choose
what to
perform and
create a
programme.
 ● To
communicate
the meaning of
the words and
clearly
articulate
them. 
● To talk about
the venue and
how to use it
to best effect.
 ● To record
the
performance
and compare it
to a previous
performance. 
● To discuss
and talk
musically
about it –
“What went
well?” and “It
would have
been even
better if...?”
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